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Neighbourhood Events

Ekaterina 
Blazhkova,

Music Teacher and Artistic Director 
of  Alliance for Music Learning Inc. 

This year the Antibes 4th Annual 
Winter Dance Recital in the Elmer 
Iseler Auditorium was an amazing 
event. We had a ballet and hip hop 
program prepared by the Antibes 
Community Center in turn with vo-
cal and piano compositions per-
formed by students of the Alliance 
for Music Learning Inc., a communi-
ty-based musical program run in 
partnership with the Antibes CC. 
The event was a result of many 

hours of work of community pro-
grammers Mike Sterling and Tod 
Debling who encouraged and sup-
ported; experienced and caring 
instructors Jamie Wilder, Kinsey 
Carmichael, Stephanie Cava (bal-
let), Marie Diamond, CC Deri (hip 
hop) and Ekaterina Blazhkova (pi-
ano and vocal). Our thanks go out 
to the M.C., all the parents, volun-
teers and staff who helped make 
an outstanding event that became 

a true celebration of children’s art-
istry and creativity in our commu-
nity. 
I liked the recital and appreciated 

discipline, commitment and musi-
cality of all the participants.
It was amazing how deeply the 

young performers understood and 
transmitted the character of every 
piece. The students kept the pos-
ture, quality of the sound, a steady 
beat, tempo, and dynamics under 
control.
Our ballet dancers and musicians 

were very elegant, shiny and styl-
ish on stage, and all of our ensem-
blists – polite, cooperative and 
courteous. Thanks to everyone 
who participated.
After the concert our young per-

formers shared how they felt, what 
they learnt and how they benefited 
from their performing experiences 
with us (please, see page 20).

antibes annual Winter dance 
and Music Recital
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Andres N.,
11 y.o.

When I was little, I was a bit 
more nervous about performing 
than now. It all changed when 
my sister and I sang Un Moineau 
in French in front of hundreds of 
people at our first recital. It was 
really fun for me, and later I was 
so confident that I played my 
piano solo perfectly. Since a per-
formance like this one changed 
my life, it can change anyone 
else’, too.    

Sofia 
N. ,

6 y.o.
 

I felt excited about my first re-
cital. Everything was so nice and 
shiny! I wanted to share my song 
with everyone else who was in 
the audience, and I did! I love to 
sing while playing the piano. 

 

Yuekai L., 
7 y.o.

I enjoyed performing at my first 
recital.  I keep playing the pia-
no, so I remember how to play 
songs.  This also helps me with 
my school work.   

Aden W., 
10 y.o. 

The recital changed the way 
I thought about performing. It 
gave me a fantastic first time 
stage experience that I didn’t re-
ally have any connection with.
After that, my heart was beat-
ing faster than usual, but I felt 
good about it. It was awesome 
when the audience applauded! 
Now I am 100% ready for my 
upcoming recitals.

Jenny W. 
9 y.o.

The day of my first piano re-
cital arrived. When the M.C. 
announced my name, I went 
up, took a bow, and sat down 
at the grand piano. Completely 
focused, I started playing and 
almost immediately, I wasn’t 
nervous anymore. My music 
instructor, my mom and my 
classmates were clapping for 
me when I finished the piece. 
I felt really proud, and now I 
know that when I focus on 
the music, there is no time to 
be nervous.

Matthew  
G., 

10 y.o.

It was a challenge for me to 
sing and know that I wooed 
the crowd of all those kids who 
danced and played the piano, 
with a simple song.  Even if you 
played and made a mistake, 
you would still put a smile on 
the faces of the spectators.

Denise W.,
7 y.o.

I felt happy and calm during 
the performance, and I think 
that it was an ideal hands-on ex-
perience for a beginner like me.

I was happy when the audience 
applauded. Lastly, my confidence 
has increased. So I can partici-
pate in all my future recitals.   

Emmanuella 
D., 10 y.o.

When I was about to play in 
front of people, I was really 

excited. I felt proud that I can 
perform Tchaikovsky in front 
of families and friends. As 
soon as I got on stage, I was 
really focused. 

It is important to have con-
certs because then you can 
show what you’re good at, 
prove your talents and spe-
cial skills. I learned that mu-
sic makes people happy, and 
puts a smile on their faces. I 
also learned that the more 
you play the piano in front 
of the public, the more con-
fidence you acquire; and 
when you make people hap-
py, you are even more proud 
of yourself.

David Y.,
15 y.o. 

It was my first time playing 
the piano on stage with my 
mom playing the clarinet. I 
really liked how we were all 
excited. I barely made mis-
takes while I was playing. 
From this I learnt that I have 
to be more focused and con-
centrated on stage, and also 
be confident of what I am 
doing.

It was one of the most excit-
ing moments that I had in all 
of my 15 years of life!

1. Music with Mom or dad (for kids 3 and 4 y.o.)
2. Music with Mom or dad (5 yrs+)
• These classes are a great introduction for young 
students to learn music
• Immerse your child in a musical atmosphere of 
play and song

• Attend classes with your child
• Connect with a teacher and other moms&dads
3. Sing in french! (for 6 yrs+)
Chantons en français dans la joie et la bonne humeur!

tel. 416.833.9099     www.music-learning.org

NEW Group Music Classes of the Alliance for Music Learning Inc. at the Antibes CC

Youth Buzz




